Man becomes woman: Transsexualism in Oman as a key to gender roles: Unni Wikan

Goal: taking the role of transsexuals as a key

· to find out the basis of conceptualisations of sex and gender identity,

· develop insights into construction of male and female roles and fundamental values in Omani society,

· to develop insights about our own conceptualisations of male and female identity

xanith: transsexual (effeminate, impotenet, soft?)

	male
	xanith
	female

	Ankle-length tunic
	Ankle-length tunic, tight waist
	Tight waist dress

	White clothing
	Unpatterned bright colours
	Patterned bright colours

	Short hair
	Medium length hair
	Long hair

	Comb hair backward
	Comb hair from a central parting
	Comb hair diagonally forward

	No oil 
	Oil the hair
	Oil the hair

	Cover head
	Baer head
	Cover head

	Perfumed
	Heavily perfumed
	Perfumed


Xanith eats with women

Move freely but stays at home in the evening

Male-Xanith-male ( sexual act/performance

(constitutive of gender)

passive homosexual role ( man

girl ( woman (sexual act)

absence of sexual activity ( anatomical sex

women (chaste, pure)  vs. prostitute

xanith (in between) = prostitute

world is imperfect

men (sexual desire urge) ( xanith ( women (pure)

